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CELLULOID COMMITTEE'S REPORT

N October rgrz, Mr, R, McKenna appointed a Committee to

inquire and teport as to the precautions necessary in the use of

cellutoid in manufacture and the handling and storage of cellu-

loid and ¢elluloid articles. The members of the Committee were :
The Earl of Plymouth (Chairman); Prof. . ], Dabbie, D Se,, &c,, Princi-
pal Gevernment Chemist; Capt, Maurice B, Lloyd ; Mr, H. M, Rabin-
son, Deputy Chief Inspectaor of Factories 3 Mr, E. O, Sachs, F.R.5.,
Chairman of the 1 ve of the Brtish Fire Prevention Comimittee :
Mz, 1. Olis, Chiel Officer of the Public Control Department of the
L.C.C.and Mr. C, G. Markhreiter (Secretary). ‘The Committee has
held 2g meetings, at 135 of which evidence taken, and sc witnesses
have been examined. Premises have been visited in London and else-
where to see the conditions under which celluloid 1s made, stored, &,
and visits have been paid to France and Germany to study the operation
and effect of the regulations in foree there, Tmportant chemicul experi-
meénts have been made in the Government laboratory, and altogether
the whole question has been thoroughly thrashed our in a most masterly
mAnner,

A good deal of evidence centred round the Moor Laoe fire, and
from the printing trade Mr, R, ]. Lake, the Secretary of the Federation
of Muster Printers, and Myr. B. I'. Wynkoop appeared before the
Committee in the interests of the trade,

Tt cannot be denied that legislation will be suggested on the lines of
the Committee’s report, but whether this wall tuke the form of a public
Bill, or whether it will be left for Tocal suthorities to deal with, cannot
at present be definitely stated; but it would seem that the latter course
is the more probeble, having regard to the fact that the T.C.C., the
Corporation of London and the City of G w have included the
control of celluloid in ther General Powers Bills for 114,

The Committee recommend that regulations should be made dealing
with the Following points :

{a) In the workrooms. The greatest danger is due to the creation
of waste, "Waste should not be allowed to accumulare on the Hoor,
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but should be collected from time to time, and removed from
the workrooms and placed in metal or wooden boxes provided
with lids and marked * Celluloid Waste."”

The amount of celluloid in the workrooms should be limited
as far as possible, and should in no case exceed one day's
requirements.

Adequate means of extinguishing fire should be provided, When
the quantity is small, buckets of warer will suffice; if large
quantities are used, there should be hydrants or sprinklers in
addition.

Smoking and the introduction of matches into the workrooms
should be prohibited.

Open lights and fires should be eliminated.

Adequate means of escape in case of fire : gangways, passages and
staircases to be of sufficient breadth, and left free from obstruction,
doors should open outward,

In addition to the above it is suggested that all premises should
either be licensed or registered. In conclusion, the Committee state
they are aware that many firms, in their own interests and for the safety
of the workmen, take precautions far in excess of the above, but they
do not think that compulsory regulations need take a more stringent
form than that outlined above. The observance of these regulations
should not be a hardship to any firm using celluloid, and the Committee
know of no processes which should be exempted from them with the
exception of those in which celluloid is used as a lacquer or vamish
applied to materials themselves non-inflammable,

An interesting and instructive lecture was delivered recently, says
the Sales and Wants Advertiser, by Mr. |. Geddes, on Developments
in Letterpress Machines. At the outset Mr. Geddes said a few words
to the younger members of the trade as to the necessity of recognising
the value of printing in the world, Printing stamped the present
civilisation as different from that of any other. For instance, the wisdom
and knowledge of Assyria, Chaldea, Egypt, Rome and Greece were
based upon their possession by the few. To-day the printing press had
not merely permanised their knowledge for the future, but had made
it the available possession of the masses, Further, by the advance and
development of perfection in illustrating, the beauty was brought within
the reach of all. It was only a hundred years ago that the printing of a
demy folio sheet at 1,100 per hour—one side only—was hailed as a
veritahle miracle. To«day, one machine could produce 16 pp. papers—
printed on both sides and folded—at 160,000 per hour. The lecrurer
dealt in detail with the characteristics, efficiency and drawbacks of
present-day machines, Their construction was dealt with instructively,
and the lecture was followed with interest by the audience.
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